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Marechal had done for him with the deceased King was recol-
lected; how he had protected, aided, lodged, and fed him; how
without hina (Villeroy) he (Fr^jus) would never have been pre-
ceptor of the King; and all this was exactly true.
The treachery to which he alluded he afterwards explained.
He said that he and Frdjus had agreed at the very commence-
ment of the regency to act in union; and that if by troubles or
events impossible to foresee, but which were only too common
in regencies., one of them should be dismissed from office, the
other not being able to hinder the dismissal, though not touched
himself, should at once withdraw and never return to his post,
until the first was reinstated in his. And after these explana-
tions, new cries broke out against the perfidy of this miserable
wretch—(for the most odious terms ran glibly from the end of
his tongue)—who thought like a fool to cover his perfidy with
a veil of gauze, in slipping off to Basville, so as to be instantly
sought and brought back, in fear lest he should lose his place
by the slightest resistance or the slightest delay, and who ex-
pected to acquit himself thus of his word, and of the reciprocal
engagement both had taken; and then he returned to fresh
insults and fury against this serpent, as he said, whom he had
warmed and nourished so many years in his bosom.
The account of these transports and insults, promptly came
from Villeroy to Versailles, brought, not only by the people
whom the Regent had placed as guards over the Marshal, and
to give an exact account of all he said and did, day by day,
but by all the domestics who came and went, and before whom
Villeroy launched out his speeches, at table, while passing
through his ante-chambers, or while taking a turn in his
gardens.
All this weighed heavily upon Fr^jus by the rebound. De-
spite the apparent tranquillity of his visage,' he appeared con-
founded. He replied by a silence of respect and commisera-
tion in which he enveloped himself; nevertheless, he could not
do so to the Due de Villeroy, the Marechal de Tallard, and a
few others. He tranquilly said to them, that he had done all
he could to fufil an engagement which he did not deny, but

